
Phase 1: A group of no more than ten teachers, paraprofessionals, counselors, library assistants or playground
assistants, per school who volunteer to participate in the testing. 
Phase 2: Low Incidence Programs (MDS, AS, LS)  staff and students who volunteer to participate in the program, per
eligible school (SV, NMS, Parkside, Coebourn, Pennell); select bus drivers and aides who assist the low incidence
students.
Phase 3: All interested teachers, paraprofessionals, counselors, library assistants, playground assistants on a weekly
or bi-weekly schedule who volunteer to participate in the tests.
Phase 4: Other district employees not listed above who are interested in accessing the tests.
Phase 4A: Select Sun Valley student athletes.
Phase 5: Symptomatic students and staff as recommended by the nurse or HR. 

February 5, 2021 

Dear Penn-Delco Employees,  

The Penn Delco School District takes the health and safety of our students, staff and their families very seriously.  As such,
in addition to steps for self-screening, masking, social distancing and disinfecting to prevent the spread of COVID-19 on
campus, the district will begin to offer regular COVID testing opportunities for staff as an added measure of mitigation and
assurance. This program will use Abbott Laboratories BinaxNOW tests (provided free of charge by the federal
government) in order to provide a rapid test result to aid in our combat against the virus. 

Tests will only be administered with your voluntary consent, yet staff will be encouraged to take advantage of this
opportunity since the Rapid Test is one more tool in our arsenal of mitigation strategies. The test may also provide some
employees with a higher level of confidence and comfort while working during this COVID-19 period. As employees
gradually become vaccinated, effective mitigation efforts should continue including BinaxNOW testing, as vaccinated
individuals can still get and transmit the virus, although they are likely to be asymptomatic. If you are willing to provide
consent to participate in the testing, please complete the attached consent form and bring the form with you to your first
scheduled test. 

Who is eligible?
PDSD Employees. The testing will be administered on a voluntary basis and will be rolled out in controlled phases. Phases
may change dependent upon availability. As the program expands, the district will communicate updates to staff. The
testing will begin with a small group and gradually scale up based on interest and confidence in our ability to administer the
tests quickly. 

Specific start dates for each phase will be communicated as soon as they are finalized and determined. 

What is the test?
If you are an employee in the Penn Delco School District, and your Phase is eligible, by completing the consent form you
will receive a free BinaxNOW rapid test for COVID-19 virus on a weekly or biweekly basis. Collecting a specimen for
testing involves using a swab, similar to a Q-tip, placed in the front area of the nostrils.  A school staff member who has
been trained to use this test will oversee the process of collecting the specimen and will provide directions to you. Test
results will be made available to the person who signs the consent form. You will be contacted by the nurse or trained
personnel administering the test if you are positive.



What should I do when I receive my test results?
These antigen tests are highly accurate, detecting COVID-19 97%-98% of symptomatic individuals.  If the person tested
receives an unexpected result (meaning they are symptomatic but receive a negative result, or they are asymptomatic and
receive a positive result) they may be referred for another more sensitive test, such as the Cue Health, or a molecular test,
such as a PCR. Referrals for additional testing will be communicated promptly to the person who has tested positive.  Any
person testing positive will be moved to a room away from other students and staff until they can exit the building. If
positive, you are to follow the steps outlined in the PDSD Health and Safety Plan if you become ill in school.  If your test
results are negative, the virus was not found in the specimen tested and you may continue on with your day. If you are a
known close contact of a person who has tested positive, you must follow quarantining guidelines regardless of the results.

Known Symptoms:
People with COVID-19 have had a wide range of symptoms reported - ranging from mild symptoms to severe illness. 
 Symptoms may appear 2-14 days after exposure to the virus.  People with these symptoms may have COVID-19:   

●      Feeling feverish or a temperature ≥ 100 degrees Fahrenheit 
●      Loss of taste or smell 
●      Cough
●      Difficulty breathing

●      Shortness of breath 
●      Fatigue
●      Headache         

What steps are required to participate in this program?
Participants must register on a signup genius link that will be sent out in a separate email by your building nurse. This will
allow you to pick a specific day of the week and time for your weekly or bi-weekly testing. Participants will be expected to
keep this day and time as their regular testing. PLEASE BRING THE COMPLETED CONSENT FORM WITH YOU TO
YOUR FIRST TEST.

Participants must register by scanning the QR code below or go to https://register.pennrapidtest.org/  and follow the
prompts.  This process will generate a unique QR code for you that will be emailed to the address you provide.  Once you
receive the code, take a screenshot or print the code out to have with you at the time of testing. This QR code will be linked
to your BinaxNOW test.  You can complete this step at any time, but ideally, it should be completed at least 24 hours
before your  testing appointment.

Disclaimer: While we realize precautions will be taken for the safety of staff, please understand that neither the test
administrator nor the Penn Delco School District, nor any of its trustees, officers, employees, or organization  sponsors are
liable for any accident or injuries that may occur to you, as a result of agreeing to the test. 

Sincerely,  
Amy Bell
Supervisor of Special Education and Pupil Services
abell@pdsd.org

https://register.pennrapidtest.org/
https://register.pennrapidtest.org/



